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The Honorable  xrl Viassea, Chalrrran
< emnittee an - rmed Services

U. 4. House of Representatives

+ ashington 25, . .

Tear Mr., Chatrman:

1 appreciate the opportunity offeres by your letter of January 17,
195% to comment on the bill, H. R, 936, introluced by < ongressmman
cole. The case of Major V. illam V. Holoban has, of course, recelive:
much ublicity, ant the facts generally are a matter of public vecor.i.

The records indicate that b zjor Holohan was selecte’ not only for
his military qualifications but for his qualities of integrity, strength of
character, and devotion to American ideals, In itself, to parachute iate
strange country cccupie! by hostile forces takes 2 high degree of
courage ani fortitule. These were magnified by the particular circum-
stances obtaining in the area where Major Holohaa lanied, Frow that
soint to the tirme of his death he carried sut bis assigne’ wission with
exer:olary zbility an! courage under constantly hazardous conditions.
There is no ruestion of kajor Helohan's honorable conuct to the ’
morment when he miet [eath while engage? in the performance of his
official iuties.

We trust the foregoing will be of assistance in consideration of
the bill, but I feel I must add one thought. Many, many ffice of
‘trategic Tervices' representatives, military and civilian, went behind
enerry lines by parachute drop, by water approach, or by infiltration.
Many id? so in the face of civcumstance: e¢qually or, in somre instances,
n-ore irrrediately hasarious to their lives than Jid Major Holohan.
“one last their lives and others were wounied or otherwise injure,
and in som e cuses were capture:i, torture !, and executed, lany of
these have zlrealy received deccritions in person or nosthumouszly.
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K itis deterrrine  to hunar hajor Holohon in the manner proscses by
the bill, I feel it shouli be reecegniic  that he was but one of & ban of
brave an . levste mrericans who un ertoch service of this type with
fall swareness of the hasaris te be encsuntere .

The Vuresu of the Buiget = ivisz: thst they have mo objection to
the sabmission of this resort,

With kinde st reger s,

*1len 4, Uulles
irector

T GC:W L P/ble (6 June 55)
Rewritten{17 June 55)
Lrigs & 1 - a4,

2 - Signer

2 - Legislative T.ounsel

1 - ) ’J
1 - General ¢ ounsel w/basic *'/

- 2 -
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LESLIE C. ARENDS, ILL.
W. STERLING COLE, N. Y,
PAUL W. SHAFER, MICH.
LEROY JOHNSON, CALIF.
LEON H. GAVIN, PA.
WALTER NORBLAD, OREG.,
JAMES E. VAN ZANDT, PA.

JAMES T. PATTERSON, CONN.

PAUL. CUNNINGHAM, 10WA
WILLIAM H. BATES, MASS.
WILLIAM E. HESS, OHIO
CHARLES P. NELSON, MAINE

JAMES P. 8. DEVEREUX, MD.

¢. W. (RUNT) BISHOP, IiL.
ALVIN E. O'KONSKI, WIS,
WINT SMITH, KANS.
WILLIAM G. BRAY, IND.
ROBERT C. WILSON, CALIF.

CARL VINSON, GA.
OVERTON BROOKS, LA.
PAUL J. KILDAY, TEX,

CARL T. DURHAM, N. C.

L. MENDEL RIVERS, S. C.
PHILIP J. PHILBIN, MASS.
F. EDWARD HEBERT, LA,
ARTHUR WINSTEAD, MISS.
MELVIN PRICE, ILL.

0. €. FISHER, TEX.

PORTER HARDY, JR., VA.
WILLIAM J, GREEN, JR., PA,
CLYDE DOYLE, CALIF.

VICTOR WICKERSHAM, OKLA.

GEORGE P. MILLER, CALIF.
HAROLD A. PATTEN, ARIZ.
CHARLES E. BENNETT, FLA.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
SUITE 313, HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

Jannary 17, 1955

JOHN R. BLANDFORD, N, Y.
COUNSEL,
IARLES F. DUCANDER, LA.
COUNSEL
PHILIP W. KELLEHER, VA,
COUNSEL

E, L. BARTLETT, ALASKA
MRS. JOSEPH R. FARRINGTON, HAWAII
A. FERNOS-ISERN, PUERTO RICO

ROBERT W. SMART, CHIEF COUNSEL

Honoxable 4llen U, Zulles
Director of Central Intelligence
Washington 25; De Ce
¥y dear Mre Dulles:

At the request of Congressman Cole, the
author of the attached billy He Re 936, your comments
on this legislative proposal are soliciteds

Sincerelyfyours, .

AN

Carl Vinson
Chalrman

Incle
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“ae  H, R. 936
1sT SESSION
® @

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JaNUary 35,1955

Mr. Core introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services

A BILL

Authorizing and requesting the President to award the Legion
of Merit posthumously to Major William V. Holohan.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of tﬁe United States of America in Congress assembled,
That the President is hereby authorized and requested to
award the Legion of Merit posthumously to Major William
V. Holohan in recognition of his exceptionally meritorious
conduct in the performance of outstanding services in the
Office of Strategic Services during World War Il as the
commanding officer of the Mangostine mission operating
behind German lines in Italy between September 26, 1944,

‘and December 6, 1944, the date on which he was murdered.

111
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